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Make A Splash at the Anne Arundel County Public Library this summer!

(Annapolis, Maryland – June 8, 2010)  As the weather heats up, the Anne Arundel County Public Library has just what is needed to stay cool. The Library kicks off its annual Summer Reading Club on June 21 with activities and programs that invite young and old alike to come “Make a Splash” at the Library.

Registration for the 2010 Club began on June 7. Preschool and school-aged children who register at any time during the program will receive a goodie bag of information, coupons and give-aways. Library events begin on June 21 and continue through July 24.

Special performances for children include an environmentally-friendly magic show, an exploration of tropical island music, a puppet show offering a splashy new take on the Three Little Pigs, and a comedic look at reading and libraries. All 15 branches will feature at least one offering of each show. And by completing simple reading activities each week for the five weeks of the program, kids can earn an end of program prize.

For kids in middle and high school, the Library will sponsor “Songwriting 101:  Release Your Inner Poet,” with singer/songwriter Sue Trainor. Held at the Severna Park branch along with the Annapolis and West County Area Libraries, this 90-minute workshop will feature exercises, demonstrations and performances.

Teens can also “Make Waves” in their version of the Summer Reading Club by seeking out the Anne Arundel County Public Library Teen Summer Reading Club Page on Facebook and answering weekly queries regarding their favorite books. (Answers can also be submitted on paper at any Library branch.) Participants will be registered to win gift cards and other prizes.

For adults, there is “Water Your Mind” Bingo. Patrons 18 years and older can fill in the Bingo card available at all Libraries at their own pace by fulfilling reading-related challenges. Complete a row and come into the Library to claim a gift.

The popular outdoor concerts are back again this year for families and music lovers of all ages. The popular folk-rock duo Magpie will perform on the lawns of the Broadneck and Crofton branches, as well as the North County Area Library during the week of July 4. 

There will be a special prize drawing at the concerts for a family four-pack of Orioles tickets for the game on August 16 against the Seattle Mariners. And one lucky Club member will be chosen from those winners to be recognized during a pre-game ceremony on the field at Camden Yards – and receive a family membership good for one year to Port Discovery and the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.
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Club members can also win tickets to an Oriole’s game later that week on August 18 by completing the Spot the Difference Challenge either online or on page 7 of the Summer issue of Library Happenings! available in all Anne Arundel County Public Libraries. Circle the 10 differences, write your name and preferred Library branch somewhere on the page and either give it to a staff member at the Information Desk or send to “Spot the Difference Challenge,” Library Headquarters, 5 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401, AFTER JUNE 14. The first 145 entries will receive family four-packs of tickets to the game, also against the Mariners. Tickets will be available for pick-up at the designated branch after August 1 with identification.

In more baseball news, the Anne Arundel County Public Library and the Bowie Baysox are once again teaming up to offer Summer Reading Night at Prince George’s Stadium on August 20. Every school-aged child who registers for the Club will receive a free ticket to the game, which pits the Baysox against the Richmond Flying Squirrels. (Information on purchasing additional tickets at a discounted rate will be forthcoming.) All Club members who attend the game can participate in an on-field parade lead by Sneaks the Library Cat and Louie, the Baysox mascot.

So before you hit the pool or the beach, be sure to come to the Anne Arundel County Public Library, register for the Summer Reading Club, and prepare to “Make a Splash” this summer!

All programs at Anne Arundel County Public Libraries are free-of-charge and open to the public. Some events require registration. Pick up a copy of Library Happenings! or go online to www.aacpl.net and click on “Summer Reading Club” for details and a full schedule of events. All prizes and give-aways are available while supplies last. In the case of contests, all decisions regarding the bestowal of prizes are final.

###

Note to media:  High-resolution jpegs of themed graphics for the Library’s Summer Reading Program are available for your use. Send requests via email to Laurie Hayes at lhayes@aacpl.net and specify four-color or B&W.

Laurie L. Hayes, Manager, Public Relations and Marketing   lhayes@aacpl.net

